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was over. The task for which she and her husband
had so long made ready would have been arduous,
for it meant the essential reversal of all that Bismarck
stood for. But without doubt a very large volume
of educated opinion in Germany believed that her
true expansion lay in Liberal Government and in
industries and the arts of peace, and with the Emperor
Frederick on the throne for a reasonable length of
years this might have been realized. But his acces-
sion which they had both looked on for thirty years
as the sunrise of their day had proved its brief and
tortured sunset : all would move on again without
pause, without break as if he had never reigned.
Those ninety days had no political significance and
left no mark on the future or the fortunes of
Germany.

The new Emperor did things that wounded his
mother deeply and intimately, and the unhappy
relations which had so long existed between them
precluded any approach from either side which might
have explained or extenuated them. He ordered
that Friedrichskron should become the New Palace
again. He consented to a post-mortem examination
of his father's body and a publication of its findings.
She regarded this as an outrage, forgetting that almost
throughout her husband's illness she had staked her
faith on Mackenzie's diagnosis that malignant disease
was not present, and that the German doctors, who
had declared from the first that it was, were entitled
to this official acknowledgment. He promised in
his speech to Parliament " to follow the same path
by which my deceased grandfather won the confidence
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